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CONTEXT FOR THE SUMMIT  

Our planet is going through the most rapid phase of urbanization in its history. More than half of the 

human population already lives in cities and towns. By 2050, that number will be closer to two-thirds. 

90 percent of this increase is expected to come from regions in Asia and Africa. 

To accommodate this growth, several new cites are coming up in the developing regions of the global 

south, and many existing agglomerations are expanding rapidly. While many of these cities aspire to 

become world-class, smart, sustainable, and resilient, the cities of the developing world face unique 

constraints, such as competing pressures on land, resource constraints, urban inequality, and limited 

budgets. 

Given this canvas, it is imperative to be bold and disruptive in our thinking for cities ς to identify 

innovative solutions that can help meet the rising aspirations of our people and engender socio-

economic transformation, while being cognizant of the constraints. Not only do these cities need 

investments in core elements of infrastructure and amenities, but also need to do so with a focus on 

the wellbeing and happiness of citizens. Without this, the new wave of urbanization risks producing 

built environments that are devoid of character and a sense of community, where residents feel 

alienated from the very aspirations that brought them to the cities.  

It is therefore the need of the hour for city stakeholdersτadministrators, citizens, and the private 

sectorτto ansǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ άǿƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ ƘŀǇǇȅΚέ Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ άǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŎƛǘȅΚέ    

Happy Cities Summit: Amaravati 2018 is where this conversation began. 

There could not have been a more appropriate place to host the first edition of this Summit than 

Amaravati ς ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ !ƴŘƘǊŀ tǊŀŘŜǎƘΣ LƴŘƛŀΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻǳǎ 

cities project of the twenty-first century. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¢ƘŜ ϦIŀǇǇȅ /ƛǘƛŜǎ {ǳƳƳƛǘΥ !ƳŀǊŀǾŀǘƛ нлмуέ, which took place from 10-12 April 2018, was the first of 

an annual global convening on urban innovation, focused on cities of the twenty-first century, 

especially in the developing world. 

There were several exciting events at the Summit, including: 

¶ Ideas Forum (keynotes and panel discussions): Leading urban innovators, thinkers, and 

administrators shared best practices, trends, and principles on urban innovation and design  

¶ Pitch Competition on Urban InnovationΥ Ψ/ƛǘȅ-ǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎΩ ǇƛǘŎƘed innovations that can help 21st 

Century cities become happier and more liveable  

άhǳǊ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǊ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ !ƳŀǊŀǾŀǘƛ ŀ άƘŀǇǇȅ Ŏƛǘȅέ 

where its human resources are taken care of first. 

Amaravati would be one of the top on happiness index 

ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ ς Sri. Nara Chandrababu Naidu 
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¶ Happy City Hackathon: Citizens visualized and designed their vision for Amaravati, based on 

ǘƘŜ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ƻŦ ΨǘŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ǳǊōŀƴƛǎƳΩ  

¶ Workshops: Interactive and focused sessions where city leaders, entrepreneurs, and experts 

ideated and designed solutions for happy cities; as well as deliberated on how to measure Ψcity 

happinessΩ  

¶ Exhibition: Industry players from around the world showcased leading and innovative 

products, services, technologies, designs and concepts in urban development  

¶ ΨIŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ ²ŀƭƭΩ ϧ Ψ±ƻƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ IŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎΩ: Delegates and citizens expressed what happiness 

means to them and what can be done to make cities happier 

¶ Networking events and dinners 
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WHAT IS A HAPPY CITY?  

Concept 

A happy city is a place where the objective features of a city ς its infrastructure and amenities ς and 

the subjective experience of its inhabitants ς their sense of agency and connectedness ς come 

together to produce a sense of wellbeing and contentment for all residents. A happy city is one where 

citizens, government, and civil society co-create their vision for a city, and contribute actively to its 

form and function. It is a place where daily life transcends the boundaries of private spaces and thrives 

in a public realm nurtured by empowered and connected residents. The city, therefore, is a collective 

network of intimate communities, built brick by brick, space by space, by its stakeholders.   

Measurement as a first step 

So, ǿƘŜƴ ŘƻŜǎ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ Ǝƻ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǳǊōŀƴ ŀƎƎƭƻƳŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ άƘŀǇǇȅ 

ŎƛǘȅΚέ hnly measurement can yield an answer to that question, but two minimum conditions should 

be met ς government institutions should accept happiness as a policy priority, and its measurement 

should be institutionalized such that data on citizen wellbeing actively informs policy making in a city.  

Traditionally, measuring the impact of a defined geography has relied heavily on the objective built 

and natural features of the place. Underlying this approach is the belief that if a certain basic standard 

of amenities and services is provided to citizens, they would be happy and satisfied.  

Context of the developing world 

While this is certainly true, improvement in the built environment can only go so far in linearly 

increasing citizen satisfaction and wellbeing. Softer elements such as the sense of community in a city, 

an open and participative citizen culture, an embedded active and healthy lifestyle, amongst others, 

are important in their own right, and deserve concerted focus of policymakers and citizens alike. This 

has been particularly important in the countries of the developed north, where the correlation 

between increasing incomes and happiness has begun to plateau out i.e. people are saturated with 

material wealth, and now seeking other forms of happiness.  

Cities in the developing world are still to make strides in increasing incomes and associated living 

standards of residents, but it is imperative that while they do that, they ride this paradigm shift in 

thinking about happiness, and embed lessons into their city development policies. What does this 

mean for them? It means that administrators in the developing world gearing up to plan new cities 

and expand existing ones need to keep citizens at the centre of this process, involving them early on 

in planning spaces, in allocation of budgets to citizen-focused activities of sports and culture, and 

constantly measure and evaluate the impact of its policies on the satisfaction levels of residents. New 

and emerging cities in the developing world that adopt happiness as a policy objective will, therefore, 

take this blended approach to development with equal focus on the objective and subjective elements 

of happiness.  

Our approach 

We reviewed a number of national and city-based approaches to measuring happiness and wellbeing, 

to craft a happy city framework that is relevant for new and emerging cities, especially in developing 

country contexts. These approaches included the Gross National Happiness Index from Bhutan, the 

Thriving Places Index from Bristol, and the Liveability Index from India, amongst others.  
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This framework was meant to act as a blueprint which was tested and further built upon by global and 

regional experts at the Happy Cities Summit and will be taken forward as an academic and policy 

project to guƛŘŜ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ IŀǇǇȅ Ŏƛǘȅ ς Amaravati, and many others that will follow.   

The draft happy cities index framework for new and emerging cities of the developing south is given 

below. 

Figure: Happy Cities Index framework (draft) 

 

The new cities of the developing world can become innovation labs for άƘŀǇǇȅέ urban design 

principles of the 21st century. While existing cities can plan their next phase of growth better and 

retrofit existing communities to absorb growth, the ƴŜǿ άŎƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜέ have the opportunity to 

be innovation laboratories; physical spaces where the latest urban design and technological 

innovations can be tested, scaled and replicated in other regions of the world with minimal human 

cost of trial and error.       
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PARTICIPATION AT THE SUMMIT 
 

The Summit saw participation from 1,500+ delegates and speakers of which 120 were from 15+ 

countries from across 5 continents, as indicated in the map below.  
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PROGRAMME AT A GLANCE  
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