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CONTEXHOR THE SUMMIT

Our planet is going through the most rapid phase of urbanization in its histtmge than half of the
human populatioralreadylives incities and townsBy 2050, that number will be closer todwhirds.
90 percent of this increase is expected to come from regions in Asia and Africa.

To accommodate this growth, several new cites are cominig tipe developing regions of the global
south, and manyexisting agglomerationare expanding rapidly. VMle many of these cities aspire to
become worldclass, smart, sustainable, and resilient, the cities of the developing world face unique
constraints, such as competing pressures on land, resource constraipaésinequality, and limited
budgets.

Given ths canvas, it is imperative to be bold and disruptive in our thinking for cjtiesidentify
innovative solutions that can help meet the rising adjiras of our people and engende&ocioc
economic transformation, while being cognizant of the constraiNist only do these cities need
investments in core elements of infrastructure andeamties,but alsoneed to do so with a focus on
the wellbeing and happiness of citizens. Without thig tiew wave of urbanization risks producing
built environments thatare devoid of character and a sense of community, where residents feel
alienated from the very aspirations that brought them to the cities.

It is therefore the need of the hour for city stakeholderadministrators, citizens, and the private
sectontoangg SNJ 0 KS [[dzSadiA2yyY ab(KIaiKENSEa2NROEX &0 KE

Happy Cities Summit: Amaravati 2018 is whehis conversation began

There could nothave been a more appropriate place to host the first edition of this Summit than
Amaravatic i KS LIJS2 L) SQa OFLAGEFE 2F ! yRKNI} t NI} RS&aKz:
cities project of the twentyfirst century.

Ghdz2NJ SYRSF@2N) Aa (2 YI (¢
where its human resources are taken caréirsf.
Amaravati would be one of the top on happiness inde
2T A G &cSroNarahEndrédbabu Naidu

¢KS bl LR [/ AGASa {widhYobkipMce from: LRR-AGril 2D P8yvas theminstéof
an annualglobal conveningon urban innovation, focused on cities of the tweifigt century,
especially inthe developingworld.

Therewere several exciting events at the Summit, including:

1 Ideas Forum (keynotes and pnel discussions Leading urban innovatorshinkers, and
administrators share best practices, trends, and principles on urban innovation and design

f  PitchCompetition on Urban Innovatioty ~ YWINEIVES dzRdEnf@ovating tkiakcan help 21
Century cities becomeappier and mordiveable
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1 Happy @y Hackathon Citizens visualizkand desiged their vision for Amaravati, based on
GKS LIKAf2a2LKe 2F Wil OGAOIf dzNDBlFYyA&aYQ

1 Workshops Interactive and focused sessionbkere city leaders entrepreneurs, and experts
ideated and desiged solutions fothappycities as well asleliberated on how taneasureeity
happines§

1 Exhibition: Industry players from around the worldhewcasedleading and innovative
products, services, technologies, designs and concepts in urban development

 WIIFLLAYySaa 27l RLbDelWatesihad Sitzenspresed what happiness
means to thermand what can be dont® makecities happier

1 Networking eventsand dinners

4| Page




Happy Cities Summit: Amaravati 2018

WHAT IS A HAPPY CITY?

Concept

A happy city is a place where the objective features of acdity infrastructure and amenitieg and

the subjective experience of its inhabitantstheir sense of agency and connectedn&ssome
together to produce a sense of wellbeing and contentment for all residents. A happy city is one where
citizens, government, and disociety cecreate their vision for a city, and contribute actively to its
form and function. Its a place where daily life transcends the boundaries of private spaces and thrives
in a public realm nurtured by empowered and connected residents. Theluitsefore, is a collective
network of intimate communities, built brick by brick, space by space, by its stakeholders.

Measurement as a first step

SqgKSy R2Sa | OAGe 32 FNRBY o0SAy3 | NBIdz I NI dzNJ
O A (i &l headurement can yield amswer to that question, butwo minimum conditions should

be met¢ government institutions should accept happiness as a policy priority, and its measurement
should be institutionalized such that data on citizen wellbeing alstinforms policy making in a city.

Traditionally, measuring the impact of a defined geography has relied heavily on the objective built
and natural features of the place. Underlying this approach is the belief that if a certain basic standard
of amenites and services is provided to citizens, they would be happy and satisfied.

Context of the developing world

While this is certainly true, improvement in the built environment can only go so far in linearly
increasing citizen satisfaction and wellbeingit&celements such as the sense of community in a city,

an open and participative citizen culture, an embedded active and healthy lifestyle, amongst others,
are important in their own right, and deserve concerted focus of policymakers and citizens liske. T
has been particularly important in the countries of the developed north, where the correlation
between increasing incomes and happiness has begun to plateau out i.e. people are saturated with
material wealth, and now seeking other forms of happiness.

Cities in the developing world are still to make strides in increasing incomes and associated living
standards of residents, but it is imperative that while they do that, they ride this paradigm shift in
thinking about happiness, and embed lessons intartlegy development policies. What does this
mean for them? It means that administrators in the developing world gearing up to plan new cities
and expand existing ones need to keep citizens at the centre of this process, involving them early on
in planningspaces, in allocation of budgets to citizeused activities of sports and culture, and
constantly measure and evaluate the impact of its policies on the satisfaction levels of residents. New
and emerging cities in the developing world that adopt happ@as a policy objective will, therefore,

take this blended approach to development with equal focus on the objective and subjective elements
of happiness.

Our approach

We reviewed anumberof national and citypased approaoksto measuring happiness anekllbeing,
to craft a happy city framework that is relevant for new and emerging ciéiggecially in developing
country contexts These approaches includédde Gross National Happinessdex from Bhutan, the
Thriving Places Index from Bristol, and theshbility Index from Indisamongst others.
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This frameworkvasmeant to act as alueprintwhich wagested and furthetbuilt uponby global and
regional experts at the Happytiés Summit and will baaken forward as an academic and policy

projectto gl R S

LYRALF Q&

T A NAAmarRatRandrhaiy®Rers! tHathdill®llod A { &

The draft happy cities index framework for new and emerging cities of the developingisaiten

below.

Figure Happy Cities Index framewor{draft)
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Cltlzen-centrlc governance leeable communities Vibrant economies
environment

Psa0
00No
00ed
@000

Making governance data-
driven and participative
across socio-economic
classes

A. Smart governance

Harnessing data to improve
service delivery through
loT, GIS, GPS, other tech

B. Citizen engagement

Engaging and incentivizing
citizens to participate in
city design & planning,

financing, and governance

Creating safe, equitable,
and accessible
neighborhoods

A. People-friendly
mobility
Offering integrated
mobility solutions that are
accessible, environment-
friendly and promote good
health

B. Inclusive housing &
public spaces
Designing housing & public
spaces that are climate
sensitive, inclusive,
adaptive, and promote
citizen interaction

Building an ecologically
diverse and resilient
urban ecosystem

A. Blue-green spaces

Integrating water and
green bodies in city design
to improve biodiversity and
environmental resilience

B. Waste and pollution-
free ecosystem
Advancing healthy living
through waste
management and pollution
mitigation policy & tech

6':»

Creating economic
opportunities that enable
citizens to enjoy a good
quality of life

A. Diverse & dignified jobs

Setting up an urban
economy that provides a
wide spectrum of good
jobs for all skill levels

B. Lifelong learning

Embedding learning and
skill development
opportunities in the
institutional layout of a city
for all citizens

The new citiesof the develojing world can become innovatiolabs for & K | LiuwE&ag design
principles of the 2% century. While existing cities can plan their next phase of growth better and

retrofit existing communities to absorb growth, tyeS &
be innovation laboratories; physical spaces where the latest urban design and technological

a OA G A S dhavetie oppértBnityFodzli dzNX

innovations can be tested, scaled and replicated in other regions of the world with minimal human

cost of trial and error.
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PARTICATION AT THE SUMMIT

The Summit saw participation from500+delegates and speakersf which 120 were from 15+
countriesfrom across 5 continents, as indicated in the map below.

k‘IV Fan!
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United Kingdom

- ; = Bhutan ﬂ
Costa Rica Spain Israel - Hong Kong

- LR B2 e

Colombia Nigeria Tanzania Singapore
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PROGRAMMET A GLANCE

DAY

10 APRIL

7.30 pm onwards

DAY

11 APRIL

11:30 am - 1:00 pm

2:00 - 3:30 pm
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